Multimillionaire Carleton grad
buys his own B.C. town

Engineer son of an Indian grocer believes education can end poverty

BY HECO COCKBURN

Luck, hard work and o few
good] people tumed a poor [Indi-
an sluident into s muliinillion-
i busineseman.

¥owy, the same good fortune
that took Krishnan Suthanchi-
ram fronn India to Careton Uni-
versity — and eventually the
U5, — has given him his own
ECeL

Yeg, his own tewn, Mr
suthanthiran recently closed
the deal on Kitsauls, an aban-
doned northern BC. communi-
£y that went om the market for 57
million in Seplember.

He had no sweh deeam before
a buginess teip lase fall po Hali-
fx, where he noticed 2 newspa-
per report that Kitsault was for
sale, Four manths later, he is
minlling owver the possibility of
creating a movie studio, reucism
facility and envirconmentil ro-
seanch fBcility inthe town,

"It was nod planned, Things
just happened,” e Suthanthi-
ran 2aid in a phone intervicw
feorn Sabt Lake Civy, Lah, whore
he was travelling on business,
He said he had been struck by
the arca's beauty

"If 1 had not read that article
that day, 1 would not have
known anything 2bout it”

Such uncanny opportunitics
have been plentiful for the s5-
year-old Decades after graduat-
ing from Carleton,  Mr,
Suthanthiran remains geateful
to the university = to which he
has made substantial donatbons
= [or giving him & chance to
further his educatbon. It almost
dicln's happen,

Ak o ol st childeen Borm ta
# grocery store owner and his
wife in Dindigul, a district in
southern Indis, a young Mr
Suthanthiean was a keen stu-
dent, the only child in his Bamily
to graduate from high schoeol,

After graduation, the young
man started working in his fa-
ther's store because collepe tu-
ion was too expensive. One
dovy, o friend's fther dropped in

“I used 1o tuter his son, He
dicdn't like the idea that | wasn't
poine 1o collepe,” M. Suthanthi-
am pecalled.

The man collected money

Krishnan Suthanthiran was [n Hallfax on business Lt fall whon the |dea ciame toe him (o buy the town,

from friends and weote a letter
to the head of a school. Mr,
Suthanthiran met with profes-
SRS aned wias accepted.

He graduated and moved to

Chigawa in s to undertake o
masiers degree in engineering
at Carletomn

“He had a huge culiuree
shock.” said Richard Kind, hiz

farmer professor and thesis su-
pervisor “He was a quiet, unas-
ST young meen who made it
very plaim thar be was willing to
waork very hoand.”

M, Swthanthisan cecalled his
dedipht a1 the university's un-
derpround  tunnel  system,
which kept him out of the cold
during e pwo years of his stud-
ies, He ate cheese and hot pep-
per piza "every night for mose
than a year” becawse it was the
only vegetarian meal he could
get delivered. Money, however,
remained an obstacle,

= made it plain to hirn that if
hieworked hard, [ could support
him from my research grans”
sakd Mr. Kind,

M Suthanthizan bas not for-
potten that help, He established
an endowment a1 the university,
last year providing the first Kr-
ishman  Surhanthiran and
Bichard Kind Scholarship in
Mechanical Aerospace Engi=
necring. He has made other fi-
nancial donations twward
equtipmment pasrchoues ot the wnk-
versity,

[ appreciate the opportunity
Lo stuchy that Cadeton gave mue”
sabd Mr Suthanthiran

=Eclueazion i the one way that
vou can climinate poverty, You
need to make aducation afford-
able %o that everyone whao
wants, and is capable of o higher
education, can pet one”™

hir Suthanthiron has also do-
nited monsy toschools in India,
and six months age bought a
water purification system for o
=ehool in his former communi-
iy

T media altention over his
recent purchase has been o bit
of o surprise (o o man who
prefers a low-key appraach to
hig philanthropic and business

[r13 hie fpuended Best Mad-
ical Imernational, & Virginia-
based company that spocializes
in oncology and radiology
products. He had moved o the
LLE, wiars carlier o work for an
oncologmst after taking pre-med
courses at the University of
Toronto.

Real estate investments
caught Mr, Suthanthirans eye
about 30 vears apo. and be now
OWNE Numersus commercial
and residential propertics in

Maryland and Yirginia
SeeTOWH an FAGE G2



The B.C. coastal town of Kitsault closed when the molybdenum mine was shut In the early 1980s.

Town: “We are fools or... brillant’

Continued {rom PAGE C1

“We often take on projects
that other people just ignore or
don't want, partly becanse we're
will‘inﬁ b b patiend,” he sl

Patience is just what he may
need with his new venbure: Kit-
sautlt Besort Lid. mosw ovemns a re-
mcde aresy foundhed as a mining
town in the Late 19505,

The deserted toram sits abowat
o kilometres north of Prince
Rupert. Its last residents left in

183 after the mine was closed,
|:l15|.- (TRIH ] FII..II'l.HI.' i.n ml.:n]:..'hdl.'nu:rll.
prices, Molybdenum iz used in
steel and other alloys. The for-
mer mining town has been
abandoned =ince the mine
closed in the earty igdos,

The purchase included 130
hiectares of land, a long atretch
of oceaniront, abowt 300 haomes
and apartments, a shopping
mall, recreation centre, gym,
swimming pool, library, curling
rink and paved roads.

The company plans to spend
l|.'1¢: fexe I'l.-w :|'|1.-|1|||I|!1.5-: -.'.l'\vr-rh:'lll.].-I
with the government and First
Mations people in the area to die-
termine Kisanlt's direction.

“I'e an inl!l."reu-:l;ing |:_:I|.'.||]|._-.r||51'.."
s3Il Mr Suthanthiran, “We want
to create — inone fo Do pears
— a vibrant economy. People
will forget about the ghosts and
leok at it a5 a beautiful part of
British Codumbia and Canada.

“Cinly thrme will tell whether
we are fools or we are brilliant.”



